
My fellow Braselton neighbors,  
 
This is my 2nd newsle�er which I envision as a con�nuing effort to communicate directly with 
you regarding the town and my campaign for Mayor of Braselton. This is a good �me to 
confront the 800-pound gorilla in the room. I’m speaking of growth in Braselton. When the 
hospital was announced, growth and development was assured. The widening of 211 and 
Friendship Road made growth more a�rac�ve to developers and property owners. The hospital 
has brought about the need for medical offices, labs, and support businesses which are being 
built and proposed. NEITHER MY ELECTION NOR MY OPPONENT’S ELECTION WILL STOP THE 
INEVITABLE GROWTH THAT WILL OCCUR IN BRASELTON. I’ve heard it said that we want 
reasonable or planned or smart growth in Braselton. That’s certainly what I have worked 
toward over the past four years. I draw your a�en�on to www.smartgrowthamerica.org (What 
is Smart Growth under the Our Vision statement) which details 10 guiding principles of smart 
growth. One of the issues dividing us on this subject is that everyone has their defini�on of 
smart growth. The 10 guiding principles eliminates the ambiguity and provide clear measurable 
guidelines for smart growth. Braselton currently meets these standards.  
 
By the way, what has growth given to Braselton? For one thing, since 2000, it has brought 
about 13,000 residents, most of us included. We have grocery stores that compete ensuring 
compe��ve pricing. Gas Sta�ons that provide gasoline at compe��ve prices. As we learned, 
both business areas are cri�cal in a regional or na�onal emergency. We have a deligh�ul 
downtown area with great restaurants and entertainment for all ages with more to come. 
Braselton has one of the best libraries in NE Georgia. An excep�onal Hospital just a few minutes 
from us all. We can list many more stores and ameni�es that we have currently. There are more 
a�rac�ve and popular stores, restaurants, and offices to come in the next few years.  
 
Keep in mind, that a key benefit of the growth is to provide the revenue to fund our town 
services, including public safety. Braselton Ci�zens pay no municipal property tax. Significant 
funding comes from developmental fees, permits, inspec�ons, occupa�onal taxes, and impact 
fees. The Town’s por�on of Local Sales TAX is determined by popula�on percentage! 
 
Yes, we can all say that we want smart and responsible growth. I endorse the concept and will 
con�nue my best to protect it at all costs. Keep in mind that the 5th Amendment of the U.S. 
Cons�tution guarantees property rights to all ci�zens. All ci�zens have the guaranteed right to 
pursue the economic value of their property. A municipality has the right to establish zoning 
requirements and reasonable developmental obliga�ons to protect neighboring ci�zens’ rights. 
It is this delicate balancing act that the Mayor and Council consider every month. No one wants 
to spend revenue dollars for lawyers only to have a judge send back a decision to remedy. The 
Mayor and Council has outstanding legal support in its decisions. As Solomon learned in the Old 
Testament, it isn’t easy to “split the baby”.  
 
PLEASE VISIT US AT www.vote4hardy.com to learn more about me and the priori�es that 
posi�vely affect the Town of Braselton.  
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